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Upcoming Meetings and Events
August

September

October

November

25th: Fort Ord Users Working Group

3rd & 4th: Monterey County Fair
22nd: Fort Ord Users Working
Group
30th: ESCA Informal Community
Workshop

13th: Army Community Involvement
Workshop
16th: Marina Air Faire
20th: Fort Ord Users Working Group
23rd: BLM Fort Ord Public Lands Day

17th: Fort Ord Users Working Group

Parker Flats Munitions Response Area Overview
n fall 2008, MEC investigation
field work began in the Parker Flats
Munitions Response Area (MRA).
This
munitions investigation work addresses
portions of the Parker Flats MRA,
identified as Phase II, that were not included
in the Army’s Phase I MEC investigation
activities.

photographs
demonstrate
that vegetation returns.
Additionally,
vegetation
cutting or thinning removes
old and dead growth, greatly
reducing fire hazards and
increasing plant health.

The Phase II portion of the Parker Flats
MRA consists of 477 acres targeted for
evaluation. Of that total, 167 acres are
designated for habitat reserve, 185 acres for
non-residential development, and 125 acres
for residential development. Field activities
being conducted include:

Vegetation and habitat
activities must follow the
requirements of the Army’s
Habitat Management Plan
and Biological Opinions for
the former Fort Ord. This
ensures that sensitive species
are monitored and protected
as ESCA RP Team qualified
biologists
survey
and
monitor existing Habitat
Reserve areas.
Ô

I

•
•
•
•

Debris removal;
Habitat monitoring;
Vegetation cutting and removal;
Surface and sub-surface MEC
investigation;
• Weed monitoring and abatement;
• Erosion control; and
• Third party quality assurance
monitoring.
These field activities are essential to
support the proposed reuse for Parker Flats
MRA including: residential development;
non-residential
development
consisting
of the Central Coast Veterans Cemetery,
Monterey Peninsula College Training area,
and
Monterey
Downs
Horse
Park;
recreational trails; and Habitat Reserve.
To date, investigation has been completed
on 360 acres of the Parker Flats MRA. During
this MEC investigation, the ESCA RP Team has
been successful in collecting 860 MEC items
and 6490 munitions debris items.
Beginning in the eastern portion of
the MRA designated for habitat, UXO
technicians investigated existing trails and
trail buffer areas. To do this effectively,
vegetation had to be cleared for UXO
technicians to access buffer areas on either
side of existing trails. The habitat within
the Parker Flats MRA is predominately
coast woodlands consisting of coastal scrub
oak, grasses, and poison oak.
A few
pockets of dense maritime chaparral exist,
inhibiting UXO technicians from deploying
appropriate munitions detection equipment.

Q uestions & A nswers
Q:

During the FORA ESCA cleanup investigation
have you been successful in finding munitions?

A: Yes, our investigations in Parker Flats and

Residential Quality Assurance
Pilot Study
continued from Cover Story...

Seaside munitions response areas have uncovered
MEC and munitions related debris. These MEC
items and munitions debris are consistent with the
type of training that occurred in these areas.

Q:

What type of equipment is used to detect
munitions?

A:

Depending upon the areas being investigated,
the FORA ESCA RP Teams uses a combination of
analog and digital detection equipment. Both types
of equipment detect metal under the earth’s surface.
Analog equipment produces an audible sound and
when technicians hear that signal, they dig to find
the item causing the detection equipment to emit
the signal. Digital equipment produces a detailed
computerized map which is then analyzed to
determine where technicians need to dig.

Q:

If old munitions are discovered, what is the
disposal process?
This over growth also hides surface MEC,
potentially compromising worker safety.
In order for safe and effective munitions
remediation to proceed, vegetation removal is
essential.

FORT Friends
Established!

On the former Fort Ord, vegetation removal
is performed by either cutting or controlled
burns. Since the transfer of ESCA property and
MEC remediation funding to FORA, the ESCA
RP Team has worked with the Army to identify
areas where cutting is an appropriate vegetation
removal method. Vegetation removal methods
in the Parker Flats MRA consist of:

Congratulations to the newly formed
“Fort Ord Regional Trail (FORT)
Friends”, who will be concerned
with the long-term interconnectivity
of the trails and other transportation
infrastructure throughout the former
Fort Ord. They have also offered to
assist local jurisdictions in maintaining
the integrity of existing trails. The FORT
Friends group is made up of bikers,
hikers, equestrians, runners and other
recreationalists that utilize Fort Ord
for transportation and recreation. An
unexpected outcome of FORA’s work
with local community members,
this level of community engagement
illustrates that engaging the public in a
collaborative problem solving approach
produces positive long term benefits for
those involved. Ô

• Mowing grasses;
• Machine cutting dense brush,
Manzanita and poison oak;
• Removing low hanging tree
branches; and
• Removing young, small trees where
necessary and larger trees when
investigations indicate possible
munitions within the root structure.
FORA is committed to minimizing
vegetation removal impacts on the natural
environment. Although vegetation removal
activities may be necessary, archival

A:

First, UXO technicians examine the munitions
to determine whether it is safe to transport to a
designated location where a scheduled detonation
will take place. If it is determined that transporting
the munitions poses a safety risk, the Army,
regulators, and local emergency responders are
notified. UXO technicians dig a hole, place the
munitions in the hole, place sandbags all around
and blow in place. A safety officer is present at all
times who oversees all required safety measures.

See you at the Fair!
Please stop by the
FORA ESCA RP
booth at the
Monterey County Fair
Sept. 4th.
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